
Kōrero o te Tiamana

Tokerau

2 0 1 9

Tēnā koutou ngā uri o Ngāti Rangitihi.

The year is flying by and it is proving to be a busy one for Ngāti Rangitihi. 

A key focus of our work for 2019 continues to be on our Treaty of Waitangi Settlement. 
There is significant mahi taking place by Te Mana Trustees and Negotiators to ensure we 
can bring you a Deed of Settlement to vote on by the first quarter of 2020. 

In this newsletter, we will be focusing on Treaty matters as we are at a critical stage in our 
settlement journey.

A key item for this year will be ratifying our Post Settlement Governance Entity (PSGE). This 
is an important requirement as part of our settlement journey. As part of the settlement 
process set out by the Crown, all iwi must have a PSGE that is fit for purpose to receive the 
Ngāti Rangitihi Settlement Redress.

While the existing Te Mana o Ngāti Rangitihi Trust is already set up as a Post Settlement 
Governance Entity (PSGE), it was set up specifically in 2009 to receive Ngāti Rangitihi’s 
Central North Island (CNI) redress. Since then, the Crown has developed a new template 
trust deed for individual iwi settlements, which we must follow to be able to receive the 
Ngāti Rangitihi settlement redress.

Ratifying our PSGE this year will give us the option of appointing the current Te Mana 
Trustees as the Initial Trustees of the new Te Mana PSGE to oversee the final stages of 
settlement. Alternatively, elections could be held later this year (under the existing Te 
Mana Trust Deed). This may mean we would have some Trustees at the table who may not 
be familiar with the settlement process.

Whether we have elections in October will be up to registered adult beneficiaries to 
decide as part of the upcoming ratification process. However, we believe it is important 
to have continuity at the Trustee table to ensure we can bring you a Settlement to vote 
on in the next 12 months which is why we encourage you to support our suggestion to 
appoint, for a limited time, the current Te Mana Trustees as the Initial Trustees of the 
new Te Mana PSGE.

We are at a crucial part of our settlement journey and we are so close to reaching a draft 
Deed of Settlement to bring you to vote on, so let’s keep moving forward.

More information on this upcoming ratification can be found on pages 2 and 3 of this 
newsletter, and on our website. We will also be emailing and posting to you information, 
including details on how to vote, in the coming month.  

If you haven’t already, I encourage you to follow our website for regular updates from the 
Trust, as well as our Facebook page. Please also encourage whānau to register with the 
Trust if they are not already registered. 

Mauri ora!

Leith Comer
Chairman

May19
Our next 
Hui date
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Treaty Update
During the Hui-Ā-Iwi on 31 March, we 
discussed the next steps in our settlement 
journey which includes the need for a new 
Te Mana Post Settlement Governance Entity 
(PSGE) with a new Trust Deed.

Read more about this on page 2 of 
this newsletter, and on our website: 
www.ngatirangitihi.iwi.nz/treaty-
settlement/psge-ratification/.

We will be holding another Hui-Ā-Iwi on 
Sunday 19 May to discuss the details of this 
with you before the Ratification process which 
is scheduled to take place in early June.

In the meantime, negotiations are still 
continuing before we can bring to you a 
Deed of Settlement to vote on in the first 
quarter of 2020. We still have some areas to 
negotiate with the Crown, which includes 
the ownership of the Tapahoro Campground, 
cross-claims issues with Tūhourangi, and 
some other detailed matters regarding the 
entity formed to clean up the awa.

Make sure you  
are registered
Make sure you are registered to vote, 
whānau! As a Registered Member of Ngāti 
Rangitihi you can:
• Apply to Te Mana o Ngāti Rangitihi 

Charitable Trust for funding support
• Get hunting access to the Kaingaroa and 

Rotoehu forests through a recreational 
access permit

• Vote in Trustee elections
• Vote on a new Post Settlement 

Governance Entity (PSGE) 
• Vote on an initialled Deed of Settlement

You can register on our website:  
www.ngatirangitihi.iwi.nz/register  
or by calling the Te Mana office on  
07 322 2452.



Voting yes or no to the third 
resolution means Ngāti Rangitihi 
essentially has two options for 
the appointment of Trustees, as 
outlined below.

Option 1: 
Appoint the existing Te Mana Trustees as 
the Initial Trustees of the new Te Mana 
PSGE until elections are held within one 
year of our Deed of Settlement being 
signed, or at the Annual General Meeting in 
2022 (whichever is sooner).  

• This means we would not hold Trustee 
elections in October.

• The Initial Trustees of the new Te Mana 
PSGE would be:
- Leith Comer  
- Donna Semmens
- Cathy Dewes
- Merepeka Raukawa-Tait
- Melanie Cheung
- Michael Playle
- Tia Warbrick

• These Trustees are the current  
Trustees for the existing Te Mana PSGE.

Option 2: 
Hold a Trustee election in October 2019 
under the existing Te Mana Trust Deed.

• Four Trustees would have to be elected at 
this election.

• The Initial Trustees of the new Te Mana 
PSGE would be:
- Tia Warbrick
- Melanie Cheung
- Michael Playle
- The four Trustees elected in the 

October 2019 elections.

• These Trustees might only stand for less 
than a full term before new Trustees have 
to be appointed again once the Deed of 
Settlement is signed.

Te Mana strongly encourages  
Ngāti Rangitihi to vote YES to all  
three resolutions.

Upcoming ratification – what 
you need to know

The upcoming ratification is an important part of the 
settlement journey for Ngāti Rangitihi.

While the current Te Mana o Ngāti Rangitihi Trust is already set up as a Post-Settlement 
Governance Entity, this PSGE was set up in 2009 for the purposes of the Central North 
Island Forests Settlement – to receive Ngāti Rangitihi’s CNI redress.

Since then, the Crown has developed a new template trust deed for individual iwi settlements.

As part of the settlement process set out by the Crown, all iwi must have a PSGE that is fit for 
purpose and meets the Crown requirements to receive the Ngāti Rangitihi Settlement Redress.

So, a new Te Mana o Ngāti Rangitihi PSGE (new Te Mana) and Trust Deed must be 
established that meets the Crown’s policy requirements, and for Ngāti Rangitihi to receive 
its Settlement Redress once the Settlement has passed into legislation.

As part of the upcoming Ratification, Ngāti Rangitihi will be asked to vote on 
three matters:
1. A new PSGE to receive the Settlement Redress 

2. Transferring the mandate to negotiate the settlement of the Ngāti Rangitihi historical 
Treaty of Waitangi claims from the existing Te Mana o Ngāti Rangitihi Trust PSGE to the 
new Te Mana PSGE 

3. Who should be the initial trustees of the new Te Mana PSGE

Chair of the Trust Leith Comer says it is important to have continuity at the Trustee table to 
ensure we can bring you a Settlement to vote on in the next 12 months. 

“We are at a crucial part of our settlement journey and we are so close to reaching a draft Deed 
of Settlement to bring you to vote on,” he says. “The existing Te Mana Trustees have detailed 
institutional understanding of our Treaty settlement, and transferring the mandate will allow 
them to complete the settlement negotiations. The majority of Trustees support the AIP and 
the negotiations currently taking place to reach a Deed of Settlement.”

Three Resolutions: 
The three resolutions Ngāti Rangitihi will be asked to vote on are: 

1. I, as a member of Ngāti Rangitihi, agree that the proposed new Te Mana o 
Ngāti Rangitihi Trust will be the Post-Settlement Governance Entity to 
receive and manage all of the historical Treaty of Waitangi settlement redress 
on behalf of Ngāti Rangitihi. YES /NO 

2. I, as a member of Ngāti Rangitihi, authorise the transfer of the mandate to 
negotiate the settlement of the Ngāti Rangitihi historical Treaty of Waitangi 
claims from the existing Te Mana o Ngāti Rangitihi Trust to the new Te Mana 
o Ngāti Rangitihi Trust. YES / NO 

3. I, as a member of Ngāti Rangitihi, agree that the Initial Trustees of the new 
Te Mana o Ngāti Rangitihi Trust will be the current trustees of the existing 
Te Mana o Ngāti Rangitihi Trust. YES / NO
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Timeline to a Deed of Settlement 
(if the new PSGE is approved by Ngāti Rangitihi and there are no Trustee elections in October). 

Next steps
You will be asked to vote on this part of our settlement journey from 8 
June onwards. You will be sent information in the mail and via pānui, 
which will include your voting papers. 

There will be Ratification Information Hui held across the motu: 

The results of the vote will then go to the Crown to determine if there 
is sufficient support from the Ngāti Rangitihi voting population for the 
new Te Mana PSGE.

It is important to understand that if the new Te Mana PSGE does not 
get sufficient support, it may significantly delay our settlement journey.

“This is your chance to have your say! It’s important that you vote,” says 
Chair of the Trust Leith Comer.

“If the Resolutions are approved by you, as registered members of Ngāti 
Rangitihi, and the Crown, we will be able to ensure we reach a Deed of 
Settlement by first quarter 2020 without delay, and we can finally get on 
with building a positive future for Ngāti Rangitihi.”

Over the next few weeks we will be communicating with you further on 
what would change under the new Te Mana Trust Deed, what stays the 
same, and information on the voting process. If you have any questions 
in the meantime, please do not hesitate to get in touch with us at  
info@ngatirangitihi.iwi.nz.

Our Agreement in Principle 
The signing of our Agreement in Principle (AIP) with the Crown in December last year was a significant occasion in our settlement journey and 
we were pleased to be able to celebrate this with whānau and Crown officials at Rangitihi Marae. 

The AIP was certainly a milestone in our settlement journey, but negotiations towards a Deed of Settlement are not yet complete.

RESOURCES
• You can also access our full AIP document here.

• We have also put together a comprehensive video series on our website to explain each component of our AIP. Click here to find out more 
about our journey and what is included in the Agreement in Principle 

• You can view a highlights video of our AIP signing, as well as the full ceremony,  
including pōwhiri and speeches, here. 

End August 2019
New Te Mana PSGE formally 

established and Trust Deed signed

Mid-August 2019
Crown approves results of  

PSGE ratification vote

First quarter 2020
Deed of Settlement ratification 

process by members of Ngāti 
Rangitihi. If approved by  
Ngāti Rangitihi, Deed of  

Settlement is signed. 

September 2019
Special General Meeting to ask 

members to agree to transfer existing 
Te Mana o Ngāti Rangitihi Trust 
assets to new Te Mana o Ngāti 

Rangitihi Trust PSGE. Existing Te 
Mana (old Te Mana) is dissolved and 
replaced by the new Te Mana PSGE.

December 2019
Initialling of Deed of Settlement by 

Initial Trustees of new Te Mana PSGE

Auckland

Christchurch

Wellington

Hamilton

Rotorua
Matatā
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CHARITABLE TRUST UPDATE 

About our Charitable Trust 
Te Mana o Ngāti Rangitihi Charitable Trust receives and administers settlement assets and 
other funding for charitable purposes. 

As a beneficiary of Te Mana o Ngāti Rangitihi Trust, you can apply for funding from the 
Charitable Trust.

It allocates funding for charitable purposes in four categories:

• Community  

• Education

• Sports

• Kaumātua  

If you are interested in applying for a grant, you can view and download the Grant 
Application and associated grant criteria here. For more information, contact  
Alana Hunter on 07 322 2452 or administrator@ngatirangitihi.iwi.nz.

The Charitable Trust is meeting to consider grant applications on Monday 29 July.

Note: Applications must be received at least a week in advance of a meeting occurring.  
We do not fund applications that have already occurred (except for education).

Who are our Charitable Trust Trustees?  
Our Charitable Trust Trustees are currently:

• Tia Warbrick

• Freda Semmens

• Toma Mason

• Theresa Rondon-Harvey

• Taichi Playle

Charitable Trust Grant Recipients 
APRIL 2019

Monica Te Aonui $200.00 Marsha Playle $300.00

Titipo Kahika $200.00 Carlos Savage $500.00

Mererangi Paul $500.00 Waimarie Hunia $500.00

Teah Elliott $300.00 Darcy Stoneham $632.50

Sidney Stoneham $500.00 Maria Minarapa $412.40

Upcoming events

• Hui-Ā-Iwi – discussion on 
upcoming ratification

Sunday 19 May 2019, 1-3 pm at 
Rangitihi Marae, Matatā.

• Ratification Information Hui 
across the motu

8 - 23 June 2019 (Further details on 
venues to be confirmed this month).

Are your details 
up to date?
Make sure you and your whānau’s 
contact details are up to date. 

To check your details are up to date, or 
if your details have changed and you 
need to update them, phone our office 
on 07 322 2452, or email  
info@ngatirangitihi.iwi.nz. 

It is important that we have your 
correct contact details to keep you 
posted on developments and how to get 
engaged in the process. 

Newsletter 
feedback 
The Trust is keen to hear your thoughts 
on these newsletters. Let us know what 
sort of stories you would like to see in 
future editions. 

To share feedback with the Trust, email 
us at: info@ngatirangitihi.iwi.nz
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Hear from some of our Charitable Trust  
Grant Recipients
In each newsletter we profile Charitable Trust Grant recipients. This edition, we give an 
update on athletes, Mererangi Paul and Carlos Savage.

An interview with Mererangi Paul
Mererangi has already carved out an impressive sporting résumé and 
has just recently returned from the 2019 Touch World Cup held in Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia. Mererangi and her Open Women’s team returned with 
a silver medal. 

Touch is a non-professional sport and 
often requires many fundraising events to 
support players. Training camps, flights 
and accommodation are some of many 
cost considerations. The grant awarded 
to Mererangi will support her to attend 
and compete at the Touch World Cup. The 
talented wahine is part of the New Zealand 
Open Women’s Touch team who are looking 
to avenge their loss to Australia at the 2015 
World Cup. Mererangi was also part of the 
2015 squad alongside New Zealand rugby 

stars Stacey Waaka and Niall Williams.

Mererangi is currently in Japan playing 
Sevens for a Japanese club and was offered 
a Sevens contract alongside the Black Ferns 
Sevens Development team last month. “My 
ultimate sporting aspiration is to become 
a Black Ferns Sevens player alongside my 
younger sister, Mahina,” says Mererangi.

Mererangi is a proud descendent of Ngāti 
Rangitihi and her connections to her iwi are 
extremely important. “I am very proud to 

be able to represent my whānau, hapū and 
iwi when playing sport for New Zealand,” 
she says. “Growing up, my role model was  
Benji Marshall because he’s from back home.”

We look forward to watching Mererangi’s rise 
in whichever sport she chooses.

A message from Carlos Savage
Tenei te mihi aroha ki oku whanau whānui o Ngāti Rangitihi!

Thank you to the Charitable Trust for their awesome support over the 
years both in sports and education. That support saw me selected into 
the NZ Touch Open Men’s team seven years ago at the age of 17, and 
I have been able to maintain my position in the team ever since 2019. 
I have just represented our iwi, hapū, whānau and NZ in the Touch 
World Cup in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. After 8 pool games and a semi-
final, we faced Australia in the final. We lost narrowly to Australia 4-3. 
However, I am extremely proud of our efforts.  

Representing New Zealand in Touch still requires players to fund 
their own costs associated with the tournaments. There are some very 

good sponsors involved in the sport, however, not enough to see any 
funding flow in to support the individual player costs. This is where 
the raffles, BBQs, functions and other fundraising initiatives play a 
big part in helping players meet the costs. So, another huge shout 
out to my whānau whanui who do the work behind the scenes. They 
inspire me to be the best that I can be.

To learn that I have been a successful recipient of the 2019 Hakinakina 
Grant makes me extremely grateful and humbled, and helps ease the 
burden (and stress) of achieving the significant costs associated with 
attending the tournament. There is a big effort and commitment 
required to get the incremental payments made on time, but my love 
and passion for the game is a key driver to achieving that.

Touch New Zealand have been working hard to find opportunities to 
raise the profiles of the teams and players, with a recent collaboration 
with the Warriors NRL team, signing up players from the NZ Open 
Men’s Touch team to form the Warriors NRL Touch team. This will see 
us play the curtain raiser games against other NRL Touch teams i.e. 
Bulldogs, Titans, Raiders etc. prior to the premier game, so there are 
exciting times ahead.  TOUCH…WHAT A GAME!
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